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Life Over God ~ Pastor David Cooke 

• Pragmatic and Efficient Conversations 

A. Does it work? 
B. Telling feels good. Get the info out there! 
C. “Telling” rarely works… 

• The Problem With People 

- People are messy 
- People are sinful 
- People are unpredictable 
- People are human 
- People don’t appreciate being anyone’s project 
- People are “fearfully and wonderfully made” - they are unique. 

• Inefficient and Effective Conversations 

A. Coaching Mindset 

1. Curiosity 
2. Presence 
3. Other-centered 



      B. Coaching Skillset 

     1. Listen Well 
     2. Ask Questions Well 
     3. Speak Well 

• With… 

    1. Life Under God… 
...seeks control of the world through religion, by manipulating God 
through ritual or morality. 

    2. Life Over God… 
...dismisses Life Under God as irrational superstition and seeks control 
by discovering how the world works and then directly implementing 
the right principles to get the right results. 

• The Easy Targets 
i) Atheism 
ii) Agnosticism 
iii) Socialism 

• Closer To Home 
iv) Deism - Functional Atheism 

      The Clockmaker God 

- It’s All About The Principles For Effectiveness 

- The Bible is not a book of principles for success, it is a story of relationship. 

• The Staff of Moses 
     Numbers 20:1-13 

• Moses’ Sin 
Principles Over Obedience 
What God did, God does and God will do. 



• If This Then That (ITTT) Spirituality 

• Life Over God believes you just have to figure out the right principles to 
get the desired results. 

• Life Over God puts us in control. 

• Life Over God increases the burden of fear - because it is all up to us 

• Here’s the question: 

- Is there anything in your life that cannot be understood or explained 
apart from the presence of God? 

- Is there anything in our church that can only be explained by the     
presence of God? 

- If God’s Spirit didn’t show up, would anyone notice? 

• The Problem With People 

• The Problem with God 

- God is infinite 
     He will not fit in your box and in your “10 Easy Steps To…”  

- God is infinitely personal 

- God is infinitely knowable 

Question: Are you putting your trust in “God’s principles” or in God himself? 
•

• Moses’ Staff, Revisited 

- Did you notice that when Moses struck the rock twice that water came out of 
the rock? And the people were happy? That Moses was “effective”? 

- But Moses wasn’t faithful. And that is what he was judged for. 

- God is more concerned with your faithfulness than your effectiveness. 



- Only in faithfulness is there room for grace.  

- Only in faithfulness is there room for the Gospel. 

• Created To Be “With…” 

- The personal encounter with Jesus 
This is my body… eat 
This is my blood... drink 

Discussion Questions 

1)  Is there an area of your life in which you rarely or never include God?     
What do you rely on instead?  

2)   If someone unfamiliar with Christian faith asked you, “What is the Bible?” 
How would you answer?                                                                                            
What role does the Bible play in your life?  

3)   How is a relationship with God different from living out Christian values?     
Is it possible to live according to Scripture and not be with God?                     
Can you think of a time in your life when this was the case?  

4)   In what ways have you reduced God to a disengaged watchmaker?          
Are there principles you employ as part of your faith when you ought to be 
communing with God instead? 
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