






Doing Life 
Well



The Question: 
How can we do life 

well? 



1. Define it. 
Matthew 7:24-27



I always wanted to be 
somebody, but now I 
realize I should have been 
more specific. 
-Lily Tomlin



The first step to success is 
defining it correctly.  
-SM York



1980 Definition of Success



1983 Definition of Success



1985 Definition of Success



1989 
Definition 
of Success



1995 Definition of Success



2022 
Definition 
of Success



I wanted my life to count, to make 
a difference, to be significant. Now 
I am tormented with the thought 
that I may just become another 
statistic. I’m afraid I’ve lost my soul.  
I didn’t sell it; I simply gave it away. 
-Patrick Morley



The Most Important Questions 
1.Who am I? 
2.Where did I come from? 
3.What is my purpose? 
4.What is right and wrong? 
5.Where am I going when I die?



Does God Exist?



And if Christ has not been 
raised, then your faith is useless 
and you are still guilty of your 
sins. 
-Paul (1 Corinthians 15:7) 



If you look for truth, you may 
find comfort in the end; if you 
look for comfort you will not get 
either comfort or truth only soft 
soap and wishful thinking to 
begin, and in the end, despair. 
-C.S. Lewis



How does 
Jesus 

define 
success?



Everyone then who hears these 
words of mine and does them will 
be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. And the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall,



 because it had been founded on 
the rock. 26 And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and 
does not do them will be like a 
foolish man who built his house 
on the sand.



27 And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and 
it fell, and great was the fall of it.  
-Jesus (Matthew 7:24-27)



•You are building 
a house. 

•The storms will 
come. 

•Your house will 
stand or fall. 



Success is 
hearing and 
obeying 
Jesus.



Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have God’s 
Son does not have life. 
-1 John 5:12



2. Choose it. 
Hebrews 11:6



And it is impossible to please God 
without faith. Anyone who wants 
to come to him must believe that 
God exists and that he rewards 
those who sincerely seek him.  
-Hebrews 11:6



Believe the Good News 
You make known to me the path of 
life; in your presence there 
is fullness of joy; at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore. 
 -Psalm 16:11



Good News 
For God so loved the world,  
that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life. -John 3:16 



Bad News 
For God so loved the world,  
that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life. -John 3:16 



Good News 
For God so loved the world,  
that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life. -John 3:16 



You Choose 
For God so loved the world,  
that he gave his only Son,  
that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life. -John 3:16 



Surrender Your 
Life to Jesus!

How can we choose it?



Whole Life Health 
•Heart Surrender 
•Soul Surrender 
•Mind Surrender 
•Strength Surrender



Whole Life Health 
Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all 
of you who are weary and carry 
heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 
-Matthew 11:28



3. Live it. 
Luke 9:23-24



And he said to all, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will save it.” 
-Jesus (Luke 9:23-24) 
-Hebrews 11:6



Look for yourself, and you will find 
in the long run only hatred, 
loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and 
decay. But look for Christ and you 
will find Him, and with Him 
everything else thrown in. 
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity



Remind 
yourself daily 
that life is 
found only by 
looking to 
Jesus. 



People often say that 
motivation doesn’t last. Well, 
neither does bathing – that’s 
why we recommend it daily. 
-Zig Ziglar



I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst.  
-Jesus (John 6:35)



Grace is 
opposed to 
earning, not 
effort. 
-Dallas Willard 



People say nothing 
is impossible, but I 
do nothing every 
day. 
-W.T. Pooh 
(The great theologian)



People say nothing 
is impossible, but I 
do nothing every 
day. 
-W.T. Pooh 
(The great theologian)



For while bodily training is of 
some value, godliness is of value 
in every way, as it holds promise 
for the present life and also for 
the life to come. 
-Paul (1 Timothy 4:8)



The elevator to success is 
out of order. You’ll have to 
use the stairs, one step at a 
time. 
-Joe Girard



To have Faith in Christ means, of 
course, trying to do all that He 
says. There would be no sense in 
saying you trusted a person if 
you would not take his advice. 
-C.S. Lewis



How do I 
live it?



1. Scripture Saturation 
Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. -Romans 12:2



2. Practice Prayer 
•Gather together for an hour 
•4-8 people 
•Pray For One Another, Our 
Community, Our Church



3. Meaningful Mentoring



•Scripture Saturation 
•Practice Prayer 
•Meaningful 
Mentoring

What is God’s invitation to you?



Closing Quote 

Delight yourself in the Lord, 
and he will give you the 
desires of your heart.   
-David (Psalm 37:4)




