
Rebuilding what is Broken 
Fight for the Vision - Nehemiah 4 

Question: How can we fight for the vision? 

1. Find the fix. 
Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we were 
rebuilding the wall. -Nehemiah 4:1a 

The place where God calls you is the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.

-Frederick Buechner  


And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to 
himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of 
reconciling people to him. -2 Corinthians 5:18


The FIX is where fulfilling life is at:

The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My 
purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. 

-John 10:10


The FIX is where everlasting life is at: 

As the Scriptures say, “People are like grass; their 
beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass withers 
and the flower fades. But the word of the Lord remains 
forever.” And that word is the Good News that was 
preached to you.

-1 Peter 1:24-25


2. Ignore the haters. 
1b He flew into a rage and mocked the Jews, 2 saying in front of 
his friends and the Samarian army officers, “What does this 
bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they’re doing? Do they think 
they can build the wall in a single day by just offering a few 



sacrifices? Do they actually think they can make something of 
stones from a rubbish heap—and charred ones at that?” 
3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was standing beside him, remarked, 
“That stone wall would collapse if even a fox walked along the top 
of it!” -Nehemiah 4:1b-3 

There WILL BE haters. 
18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me 
first. 19 The world would love you as one of its own if you 
belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I 
chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 

 -John 15:18-19


You will know them by their fruit. 

16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way 
they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs 
from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a 
bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce 
bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So 
every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped 
down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can 
identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their 
actions. -Matthew 7:16-20


Please God not people.

Then they brought the apostles before the high council, 
where the high priest confronted them. “We gave you strict 
orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said. 
“Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching 
about him, and you want to make us responsible for his 
death!” But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey 
God rather than any human authority.

-Acts 5:27-29


15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for 
when you love the world, you do not have the love of the 



Father in you. 16 For the world offers only a craving for 
physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride 
in our achievements and possessions. These are not from 
the Father, but are from this world. 17 And this world is 
fading away, along with everything that people crave. But 
anyone who does what pleases God will live forever. - 1 
John 2:15-17


3. Go to God in prayer.  
Then I prayed, “Hear us, our God, for we are being mocked. May 
their scoffing fall back on their own heads, and may they 
themselves become captives in a foreign land! 5 Do not ignore 
their guilt. Do not blot out their sins, for they have provoked you 
to anger here in front of[c] the builders.” 6 At last the wall was 
completed to half its height around the entire city, for the people 
had worked with enthusiasm. 7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah 
and the Arabs, Ammonites, and Ashdodites heard that the work 
was going ahead and that the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem were 
being repaired, they were furious. 8 They all made plans to come 
and fight against Jerusalem and throw us into confusion. 9 But 
we prayed to our God and guarded the city day and night to 
protect ourselves. -Nehemiah 4:4-9 

• Pray in honesty.

• Pray in desperation.

• Pray in alignment. 

• Pray in obedience.


6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he 
has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which 
exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard 
your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 
-Philippians 4:6-7




4. Have no fear. 
10 Then the people of Judah began to complain, “The workers 
are getting tired, and there is so much rubble to be moved. We 
will never be able to build the wall by ourselves.” 11 Meanwhile, 
our enemies were saying, “Before they know what’s happening, 
we will swoop down on them and kill them and end their work.” 
12 The Jews who lived near the enemy came and told us again 
and again, “They will come from all directions and attack 
us!” 13 So I placed armed guards behind the lowest parts of the 
wall in the exposed areas. I stationed the people to stand guard 
by families, armed with swords, spears, and bows. 14 Then as I 
looked over the situation, I called together the nobles and the rest 
of the people and said to them, “Don’t be afraid of the enemy! 
Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious, and fight for your 
brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your 
homes!” 15 When our enemies heard that we knew of their plans 
and that God had frustrated them, we all returned to our work on 
the wall. 16 But from then on, only half my men worked while the 
other half stood guard with spears, shields, bows, and coats of 
mail. The leaders stationed themselves behind the people of 
Judah 17 who were building the wall. The laborers carried on 
their work with one hand supporting their load and one hand 
holding a weapon. 18 All the builders had a sword belted to their 
side. The trumpeter stayed with me to sound the alarm. 
19 Then I explained to the nobles and officials and all the people, 
“The work is very spread out, and we are widely separated from 
each other along the wall. 20 When you hear the blast of the 
trumpet, rush to wherever it is sounding. Then our God will fight 
for us!” -Nehemiah 4:10-20 

Don’t be afraid.

“Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they 
cannot touch your soul. Fear only God, who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell. -Matthew 10:28




Remember the Lord.

• Remember His character

• Remember His works

• Remember His promises


Fight for the vision.

For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me 
strength. -Philippians 4:13


5. Take action. 
21 We worked early and late, from sunrise to sunset. And half the 
men were always on guard. 22 I also told everyone living outside 
the walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way they and their servants 
could help with guard duty at night and work during the 
day. 23 During this time, none of us—not I, nor my relatives, nor 
my servants, nor the guards who were with me—ever took off our 
clothes. We carried our weapons with us at all times, even when 
we went for water. -Nehemiah 4:21-23


1. Give yourself fully.

2. Give yourself in community.

3. Give yourself single-mindedly


Don’t ask yourself what the world needs.  Ask yourself what 
makes you come alive, and go do that, because what the 
world needs is people who have come alive.

-Gil Bailie



