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Luke 2:8-20   

• Vintage Christmas - Joy

• Life At Its Fullest
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• Joy is a feeling

“And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.”
Luke 2:18 ESV

“But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.”
Luke 2:19 ESV

“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.”
Luke 2:20 ESV

• Joy is an action

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in nothing.”
James 1:2-4 ESV
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• Embracing Joy

A. See it

B. ________________With It

C. Quiet The ________________

D. Step Into the _________________

Answers: Sit, Doubt, Risk
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

121 Advent Reading Plan 
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/1267-121-advent

The birth of Christ, His advent, marks God's ultimate 
plan for our redemption. In Christ, we see the fullest 
picture of God's hope, peace, joy and love. God's 
Word is the truth by which we know and walk with Him daily. It is our 
hope that this guide will encourage and facilitate personal time spent in 
the Word and provide a resource for families with children to do that   
together.

What is Joy? (Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 2:10-11)
Joy is often defined as, “a feeling of great pleasure and happiness.” Too often we 
confuse joy with happiness and think that someone must be joyful if they are  
always walking around happy, but that isn’t really how the Bible defines it.

When we believe God is in control of everything, including all the details of our 
lives, we can be confident that He is always at work to draw us closer to Him in 
all situations. Not only will that drive us to praise Him, but that will bring us true 
joy.

Joy isn’t so much a feeling as it is an action of us choosing to trust God in our 
circumstances.

Families With Young Children
Read Philippians 4:4-7. Spend a few minutes talking about what joy really is. 
When does the Bible tell us to be joyful? (always) Why does it say to be joyful? 
(because we belong to Lord)

KIDS, Most people feel happy when everything seems to be going good for them, 
but when things around them are difficult or something bad happens, they feel 
frustrated or sad. But, they are confusing happiness with what true joy really 
is. Remember where Philippians 4 tells us our joy comes from, it comes from be-
longing to the Lord. Even when things aren’t going great around us, we can have 
true joy because we know that we belong to Him, and we can trust God with all 
that is going on around us.

Read Luke 2:10-11. What kind of news did the angel bring? (good news of great 
JOY!) Who was the news for? (for all people) What was the news? (a Savior was 
born!) Where does your joy come from this Advent season? From what is going 
on around you or from the good news of great joy, that the Savior was born and 
you belong to Him?
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