SERMON OUTLINE

Sunday January 24th, 2016

PASTOR DAVID COOKE - Who’s Got Your Back?

• “This isn’t what I signed up for.”
Life is harder than we expect or we want.
• Where’s God?
• Proactive Faith or Reactive Faith?
A. Reactive Faith
Trusting God in the ___________ and in the ___________
B. Proactive Faith
“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” (Matthew 6:9–13, ESV)
Asking God to ________________ us and ________________ for us.

• The Battle Is Real
A. It is a perspective issue
Daniel 10:12–13; 2 Kings 6:15–17; Revelation 12:1–6
There’s a battle going on. You’re choice is what are you going to
do about it?
B. A Choice
• Choose Your Hard
1 Peter 4:12–17
Playing it safe is ______________. Doing nothing is _____________.
Prayerlessness is doing ___________. Passivity is doing __________.
• Look Up
The beauty and reward of the Kingdom is always greater than the
struggle and the challenge of the battle.
2 Corinthians 4:16–18
• Big Bold Faith
“Jabez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother
called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in pain.”
Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that you
would bless me and enlarge my border, and that your hand
might be with me, and that you would keep me from harm so
that it might not bring me pain!” And God granted what he
asked.” (1 Chronicles 4:9–10, ESV)

• A Dream, A Desire, A Blessing
1. Have you ever asked God what he wants for you?

- God waits for us to want for ourselves nothing more and

nothing less than all he desires for us.

2. Knowledge is self-dependence. Faith is God-dependence.
You, by yourself will never be up to the challenges and opportunities God has for you. But God with you is always more
than enough.
3. Where do you need God to show up?

- God’s blessings come with God’s presence.
4. The beauty and reward of the Kingdom is always greater
than the struggle and the challenge of the battle.

• God’s Got Your Back

Answers: midst, aftermath, go before, make a way, choosing, choosing,
nothing, nothing,

SERMON STUDY GUIDE
Icebreaker: Share one life situation in which God protected you
or your loved ones (though you may not have realized it at the
time).
Read Matthew 6:9-13 and Psalm 32:6-11
1. What is a common theme in these two passages?
2. From what specifically do Jesus followers need protection?
1 Chronicles 4:9-10
We wrap up this series by exploring the final request in the prayer
of Jabez… that God would keep Jabez from harm, so that it
would not bring him pain!
3. What difference is there in praying for protection from
suffering that has not occurred, versus praying for delivery in the
midst of difficulties?
Putting it into Action
This weekend we heard the quote by Donald Miller: I believe that
the greatest trick of the devil is not to get us into some sort of evil
but rather have us wasting time. This is why the devil tries so hard
to get Christians to be religious. If he can sink a man's mind into
habit, he will prevent his heart from engaging God.
4. What insight does this quote offer?
5. What do we stand to lose by doing nothing?
In this series we have talked about our dream, desire and blessing. The beauty and reward of the Kingdom is always greater than
the struggle and challenge of the battle. There is a battle. Your
choice is what are you going to do about it?

